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IMMUNOLOGY: A SHORT COURSE, THIRD EDITION. By Eli Benjamini,
Geoffrey Sunshine and Sidney Leskowitz. NewYork, John Wiley & Sons, Inc., 1996. 514
pp. $36.95.
Immunology: A Short Course, Third Edition is an extensively revised and updated
version of their previous edition. According to the authors, every chapter has been either
extensively revised or rewritten since the 1991 publication of their second edition. Much
ofthe updated information is in the realm ofmolecular mechanisms oflymphocyte action
which have been elucidated in the past five years. The book is organized as in the previ-
ous edition, following the standard plan ofconventional immunology texts. However, each
chapter is condensed to what would be the equivalent length of preparatory reading for a
lecture, treating essential topics fairly well without losing the reader in esoteric details.
The authors have followed the theory of the architect, Mies van der Rohe, that "less is
more." In the words of the authors, "Immunology deals with understanding how the body
distinguishes between what is selfand whatis 'nonself; all the rest is technical detail."The
book maintains this relative focus throughout, although detailsjudged pertinent are appro-
priately covered.
The end of each chapter includes a summary of important topics or concepts, refer-
ences for further reading, and very useful review questions and answers which quiz the
reader on pertinent information, serving as acheck to make sure the reader has understood
the essentials of the chapter. In this sense, the book serves not only as a very readable
introduction to immunology, but would also be valuable for any student wanting a
"review-of-essentials" text. There are sections covering immunodeficiency, immunother-
apy, hypersensitivity, and tumor immunology, in addition to transfusion and transplanta-
tion immunology. Furthermore, some clinical situations are presented which help to syn-
thesize the material. The diagrams, histology, and occasional electron micrograph well-
illustrate the important concepts.
This book would make agreat introductory text forthe studentinterested in the essen-
tials ofimmunology. The format ofthe book, complete with review questions, lends itself
well to self-study for the student or professional who would like to obtain a working
knowledge of the field. It also provides a valuable resource for those readers wanting to
refresh themselves on the essentials of immunology.
Khashayar Farsad
MD/PhD Student
Yale University School ofMedicine
COMPARATIVE VERTEBRATE NEUROANATOMY: EVOLUTION AND ADAP-
TATION. By Ann B. Butler and William Hodos. New York, John Wiley & Sons, Inc.,
1996. 552 pp. $74.95.
ComparativeVartebrate Neuroanatomy is a unique book in that it provides very up-
to-date neuroanatomy from a comparative perspective and presents it for an uninitiated
audience. The book stresses a common theme ofanatomy, the relationship between struc-
ture and function, and through the comparative window, offers an interesting view ofthe
eyolution of the vertebrate nervous system. The book is intended primarily for graduate
students and advanced undergraduate students in the neurosciences, although fans ofevo-
lutionary biology will also find it accessible. Knowledge of undergraduate-level biology
is assumed, but no prior knowledge of neuroscience or neuroanatomy is required. The
authors stress that the prime objective of the book is to present an introductory treatment
of neuroanatomy which can be used as preparation for subsequent advanced topics inBook Reviews
neuroanatomy and the neurosciences. Thus, this book falls short for the serious neu-
roanatomists, or those seeking an all-encompassing reference text. The authors succeed
in presenting the material in a basic enough fashion to be readable byjust about everyone
with some biological background, while also providing enough breadth and depth to
serve as a springboard to more in-depth treatment of the topics presented in advanced
neuroscience courses. Furthermore, a full four chapters are devoted to the comparative
evolution, derivation, and organization of the cranial nerves, and therefore may be of
value to students interested in neurology,
The book is organized into six major sections, the first being an introduction to the
evolution and organization of the central nervous system, and subsequent sections pro-
viding more detailed treatment of the various regions of the brain from the spinal chord
and hindbrain, to the forebrain. A concluding chapter provides synthesis from an evolu-
tionary standpoint. The text is very easy to read and understand, with the use ofbold type
highlighting important concepts or anatomy which may be found in the well-organized
index. A discussion of relevant embryology is included where deemed appropriate, and
this helps to clarify the derivation and evolution ofthe anatomy. Also, certain techniques
are described briefly to show how the anatomy was studied and traced. The text is replete
with easy to follow figures and tables, and this allows a visual comparison of the anato-
my across species. For those intrigued by the topics and who may want more, at the end
ofevery chapter there are references to textbooks cited for "Further Reading," as well as
references to the original literature cited as "Additional Reading." The book also provides
very useful appendices, such as a list ofanatomical,terms with their roots and origins, dia-
grams describing anatomical directional terms, and a useful but somewhat limited glos-
sary.
In summary, this would make an excellent book for the uninitiated student interested
in learning neuroanatomy. The material is clearly presented, and the treatment is thorough
enough to serve as a strong foundation for the study ofmore advanced topics. The evolu-
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